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e Discusses legal education in multicultural classes

e [llustrates comparative approaches to teaching law

o Examines the issue of legal families
This book discusses legal education in multicultural classes. Comparative law education is now widespread
throughout the world, and there is a growing trend in developed countries toward teaching global law. Providing
theoretical answers on how to describe each legal culture and tradition side-by-side, it also explores educational
methodological options to address these aspects without causing offence or provoking tension within a
multicultural student community. The book examines nine countries on three continents, bringing together
academic views and educational insights from ten scholars in the field of comparative law.
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Abstract:

Our thoughts are products of our own culture, tradition, and ideal of order, so their understanding and development can only
be based upon them. However, cultures, traditions and ideals vary from time to time and from people to people, as each of them
has been created and developed to respond to challenges under their own conditions given. Consequently, they are both
independent of each other in their genesis and also incommensurable in their historical set; they are not even classifiable but
only taxonomisable in a strict sense. Each of us lives and interprets his own world; when comparing, we attempt at putting all
of'them in a common hat, while none of us can transcend the symbolic paradox of “I interpret your culture through my culture”.
A way out, if at all, can only result from their individual parallel characterisation, when we build up some kind of abstract
philosophical universality from the ideals of order concerned. In the context of the Self, on the one hand, and of You, on the
other, we are expected not only to explain the Other, but also to recognise it by its own right. Accordingly, legal comparison
aims at getting knowledge not only of ‘law in books’ and ‘law in action’ but about what is meant by law when it works in the
mind. All in all, comparison comprises, in addition to the mere act of taking cognisance, also the acceptance of this Other by
its own right, in which no entity involved is simply reduced to anything purely factual (“what is the law?”), but the actuality of
the entire normative process leading to a legal statement (“how do we think in law?”) is considered. Getting to know any
foreign law begins with the grouping of laws and, expressed in terms of belonging to legal families, by combining those which
are similar and contrasting those which are dissimilar. Their interaction and mixing are part of their life, but establishing their
occurrence cannot substitute to the didactic necessity and explanatory power of analysing them in term of legal families as
well. When describing them, mere contrast or parallelism is to be completed by showing up the specific field and way of
ingenuity each of them may have in comparison to others, as their individual contribution to the cultural production of the
humanity.

Keywords:
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